MK Music Centre Bulletin — May 2026

Welcome

We have another busy term and end to the academic year. Many thanks as always for supporting your child
in their music making with us! Here’s what’s going on over the next few weeks....
Giles Liddiard - Instrumental Leader

00:000 Term Dates

200®«0 Our term dates can be found on the music service web site here. As is traditional, the
PO-PH@ final Saturday of the term will be the ‘Summer Fiesta’, where most of the groups will
27000=0 be performing at some point during the morning.

Auditions (Youth Orchestra, String Orchestra and Wind Orchestra)

We're delighted to invite applications from students of Grade 5 standard or above for our String Orchestra, Youth Orchestra
and Wind Orchestra.

Auditions will take place at the Music Service (Christ the Sower School, Grange Farm) during the week beginning Monday
6th July 2026, after school. Each student will be given a short 10-minute audition slot, and full details will be shared nearer
the time.

What to prepare:

e A piece — a short piece of your choice that shows your current playing level (usually unaccompanied)
e Ensemble music —if you already attend a Music Centre group, please bring your current music to play a short excerpt
e Sight reading — a short piece will be provided on the day

If your child would like to audition, please complete the form here, making sure all sections are filled in before submitting.

Music for Youth Success!

We have an unprecedented 3 groups invited to perform at the Music for Youth National Festival
in Birmingham. The Big Band will be performing in the Jennifer Blackwell performance space
(part of Symphony Hall) on Friday 10*" July, the String Orchestra at the CBSO Centre on Saturday 11*" July and the
Wind Orchestra at Symphony Hall on the same day. This is a great achievement for the students and their group
directors. You can find out more and purchase tickets here: National Festival 2026 | Music for Youth

More Success!

) Huge congratulations to Ezra, one of our year 13 students, who was one of three winners of the Bedfordshire
Orchestral Society Young Composers Competition 2026. The three winning composers and their compositions
were celebrated in a concert by Bedford Sinfonia earlier this month with the Orchestra performing his piece.
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http://www.miltonkeynesmusichub.co.uk/
https://miltonkeynesmusicservice.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Handout-Music-Centre-Group-Dates-25-26.pdf
https://bmusic.co.uk/events/music-for-youth-national-festival-2026
https://miltonkeynesmusicservice.com/audition-form-youth-orchestra-string-orchestra-wind-orchestra/

End of Term Concert and Summer Fiesta

Summer Fiesta: As mentioned in the ‘term dates’, the Summer Fiesta
will be held on Saturday 11 July. A timetable can be found here.

Please read this carefully. No ticket is required for these informal
performances, but please note that your child’s group will not be at
the usual time!!!!

Senior Groups Concert: We are excited to be at the Stables Theatre again this year on Thursday 16" July. The concert
will feature the Wind Orchestra, String Orchestra and Youth Orchestra. Tickets are on sale through the Stables box
office here.

Data Feedback

We are required to provide Arts Council England with data regarding Music Centre activities.
Part of this involves feedback from Parents about what we do. Therefore, we would be grateful
if you could fill in this short form here MK Music Centre - Feedback for Arts Council — Fill in form

Tour Update — Summer 2027

We are excited to announce that we are making plans for a foreign tour for
the Youth Orchestra and Wind Orchestra to the Wallonia region of Southern
Belgium. We are exploring some fantastic concert venues, accommodation
and activities. Proposed dates are July 18™ —232027.

I will give further updates as our plans progress.

N

Moving Groups

By far the best time for your child to move groups, if they are going to, is September as, on the whole, we like to keep

the groups static for an academic year. Here’s a quick guide:

e |[nitial Choir: Suitable for children in Years 3, 4 & 5.

e Development Choir: Suitable for children in Year 6 and above

e Beginner groups: Grades 0 — 1 (Year 3+)

e Junior Groups: Grades 1 —3

e Intermediate Groups: Grades 3 -5

/ e Senior Groups (Wind Orchestra, String Orchestra and Youth Orchestra) — Grade 5 and above.
Auditions are required for students wishing to join String Orchestra, Youth Orchestra and Wind
Orchestra.

If you aren’t sure, now would be a good time to speak to your child’s group conductor or send a message to

music@milton-keynes.gov.uk

&) B LM K BLMK Youth Orchestra Course 2026
YOUTH ORCHESTRA
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l' R /:w SC Grade 5 standard and above. A flyer is available here

The next course is all booked and applications are now open! Suitable for students of
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